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influential class apart. Tinder the Rajputs are the cultivating
classes, mainly belonging to castes or clans whom, the Rajputs
overcame when they took possession, and who now pay land
rent to the lords or their families, living in village com-
munities with very few rights and privileges, and being* too
often no more than rack-rented peasantry. "Where either
non-Aryan tribes, or tribes of the half blood (descended from
irregular Rajput marriages) exist, these hold together as
subordinate tribal groups, and pay tribute. With these may
be classed'several peculiar clans inhabiting the outlying tracts,
where they cany on just enough cultivation to disguise thereby
their real profession, which is gang-robbery. In the towns
are, of course, the usual mercantile and miscellaneous castes;
a few of undoubted Rajput origin, but disintegrated into
separate castes by difference of occupation or of worship.
And below all are the ordinary servile and menial castes, with
the wandering casteless gipsies and others who, according to
the Indian phrase, carry theifc bouse on their back.

Authentic history, as well as all tradition, points to the
first band of successful adventurers as the nucleus out of
which has grown directly the existing separate Rajput State.
A sept, or the offshoot from a sept, of a particular clan, sets
out on an expedition, takes as much land as it can hold, and
builds the forts which are still the palaces or strongholds of
the ruling family. The case of Bikanir, a State in the desert
on the North-West border of Rajpntana, is a fair illustration^
It was founded at the end of the fifteenth century by Bika,
who was the sixth son of Jodha, Chief of the Rathore clan,
which then, as now, possessed the lands that constitute the
modern State of Jodhpoor. Jodha had twelve sons, and as
the land available for their proper maintenance had become
hard to find, he gave his sons a broad hint to do something
for themselves. So Bika set off to win new lands, with five
uncles, three brothers, and six hundred kinsmen. The
expedition was also accompanied by men of the mercantile
and writing castes; the land was gradually conquered, and
to this day the territory of the Bikanir State is divided among
iihe descendants of the original adventurers, the chieftainship